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Year 3 & 4 Cross Country Event
Last Thursday Amy, Analeigh, Kye,
Kyle & Tommy represented the
school at the Year 3 & 4 district
cross country event at Godinton
House. All runners were excited
to be there and gave there all in a
large and competitive field.
Analeigh was the first finisher for
the girls and Tommy for the boys
but most impressive of all was the encouragement they gave each other,
cheering each other on right until the end. We were also really proud of their
sportsmanship which included praising other competitors including waiting at
the finish to give encouragement to the last runners in each race.

Special Visitors
On Friday we were informed that we would be having a visit from an Ofsted
Inspector on Thursday. This is not an inspection but we have been randomly
selected to take part in an Ofsted Survey on Healthy Lifestyles and Healthy
Eating.
The inspector will be spending the day in school talking to children and staff
around how the school encourages the children to be healthy and will be
looking at our breakfast club, after school-clubs, school dinners and the
children’s lessons.
There will also be a short online survey which parents will be asked to
complete. We don’t have the link yet but hope to have this ready for next
weeks’ newsletter.

New Staff

Creating opportunities
for everyone

Punctuality
Please remember that the children
should be in school by 8.50am in
order to avoid a disruptive start to
their day. Gates open at 8.40am
every morning.
…………………………………

Breakfast Club
Our breakfast club is the cheapest in
Ashford (that we know of) at just £1
a session and runs from 7.45am to
8.40am.
…………………………………

School Dinners
The Contract Dining Company
provide excellent food for the
children and we would encourage all
parents to sign their children up for
school dinners, especially those in
Key Stage 1 as it’s free.
…………………………………

Owls Club
We will continue to run our afterschool Owls Club at just £5 a session.
Please speak to the school office for
more information.
…………………………………

Today, we welcome Laura Wood to the staff team as our new Year 2 Teaching
Assistant. Laura has recently been working in Goat Lees and Egerton schools
and I have no doubt she will be a great asset to the school.

After-School Clubs (OWLS)

PESE (Kent Test)
Results from the Kent Test will be
sent to parents to Thursday 12th
October.

At Phoenix, we offer an after-school club until 5.30pm for just £5 a session.
Could I ask that any monies are paid promptly please? The school does not
make a profit from this club as we have to pay two members of staff. Also I
should remind all parents that if a child is regularly collected late then they will
be placed into Owls Club which will mean that parents will be asked to pay
the £5.
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Parental Consultations
These will take place this week.
What will we discuss?
Many parents worry about what to ask at the Parent/Teacher consultation, so we have some questions which you
may wish to ask your child’s teacher.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is my child happy at school when he/she is learning?
Do they join in the lessons?
How does my child learn best?
Does my child ask for help when stuck or having problems with the work?
Compared to the national average, how are they doing academically?
What does my child need extra help in?
How can I help my child at home?

You may also wish to ask questions about your child's behaviour in school. You know their behaviour better than
anyone but sometimes their behaviour is different in school. Does their behaviour sound like them?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Does my child get easily distracted or do they distract others?
Does my child follow the rules when playing games or do they make up their own?
How does my child sit when they are learning, do they chat, sit quietly or play around?
Does my child have friends?
When they are near/with other children at break-time do they play with the children or by themselves?
How does my child react when they are told that they have done something wrong or the work is wrong?

Online Safety: Dangers of live streaming apps
Children’s use of technology, the internet and particularly social media changes quickly but if parents don’t involve
themselves in their child’s online use then there are real risks of exposing them to harm and potentially online abuse.
One area becoming very popular is the wide use of ‘Live Streaming’ apps. These include Musical-ly, Live-ly, Bigo Live
and Periscope but there are many more appearing all the time.
Live streaming “life” can be risky, especially for a young person who may be influenced to share too much personal
information or inappropriate content to gain more viewers or likes.
Open forums allows users to receive live responses which can potentially mean that inappropriate content is sent to
children. Parents should take extreme caution when deciding if their children should use these app based on the
risks.
We’d advise parents to talk to their children about what they want to access and require parental permission to
download a new app. Look at the description, reviews and age restriction of the app they want. It is also a good idea
to do a Google search for the app name including words such as ‘dangers of using’.
During an eight-day investigation, Channel 4 News viewed 45 hours of live streams which revealed nearly half of the
streams viewed contained inappropriate content, directed to girls as young as nine. No live moderation took place
and none of the explicit exchanges – some lasting over an hour – were closed down.
https://www.channel4.com/news/children-bombarded-with-sexually-explicit-chat-on-musical-ly-and-live-ly
You can also visit the Safety Centre at CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection Command) for advice and
should you need to report online sexual abuse you can do so directly to the Police, by clicking on the ‘Report’ CEOP
button.
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
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Breakfast Club
Phoenix School operates a breakfast club from 7.45am
to 8.45am. The breakfast club supervisor is Mrs Thomas.
Our breakfast club assistants are Mrs Penfold and Mrs
Addington.
Children are offered a healthy and nutritious breakfast
lovingly prepared by Mrs Thomas to give them the best
possible start to their day in school. There are different
choices on offer every day such as omelettes, muffins
and the occasional bacon sandwich (don't tell the
Healthy Schools team!). Also, toast and a variety of
cereals are also available each day.
After they have eaten our fantastic assistants organise a
wide variety of activities to keep the children
entertained while they let their breakfast properly digest.
The school uses some of its Pupil Premium Funding to
subsidise Breakfast Club and therefore we charge
parents just £1 a day. This is incredibly good value when
you consider that this includes the cost of staffing as
well as the food.

Stars of the Week
This week’s stars are:
 George H (Year 1) – for
being a collaborative and resilient learner this
week and trying his absolute best all of the time.

Miss Turner

 Kitty W (Year 2) – for being a thoughtful and
responsible member of the Phoenix family by
looking after our playground. Mrs Murphy
 Elano V (Year 2) – for being a courageous learner
and trying a new way to count on and add with
great success. Miss Holmes
 Layton F (Year 2) – for independently using his
initiative to help a classmate> Mrs Jeffery
 Codey M (Year 3) – for showing resilience when
making the origami swan this week. Mrs

Thompson

 Tommy S (Year 4) – for being reflective and
explaining how to improve a piece of work. Miss

Leavey

 Tia K (Year 4) – for fantastic independent writing
using language through colour to include a great
range of vocabulary. Miss Humphreys
 Connor F (Year 5) – for reflecting on his work and
making a positive choice in his learning. Mrs

Foreman

 Chloe B (Year 5) – for showing resilience with her
spellings. Mrs Newcombe
 Amy B (Year 6) – for taking responsibility for her
own and others’ learning this week. Miss Downey
 Parmida G (Year 6) – for showing such a
responsible attitude to her maths learning which
has led to great progress. I’m very proud of you.

Mrs Godfrey

House Points
1st: Ennis Emus
2nd: Farah Falcons
3rd: Simmons Scorpions
4th: Murray Mammoths
Class Dojos
1st: Farah Falcons
2nd: Murray Mammoths
3rd: Ennis Emus
4th: Simmons Scorpions
Attendance
1st: Farah Falcons
2nd: Murray Mammoths
3rd: Simmons Scorpions
4th: Ennis Emus
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Upcoming Events
Below is some information about upcoming events taking place at Phoenix School. If your child is directly involved,
then you will receive a separate letter. If you have any questions about these events, then please feel free to speak to a
member of staff in the office.
Monday 25th September

Resilience Training for
invited parents

Tuesday 26th September

Parental Consultations

Wednesday 27th Sept

Parental Consultations

Royal Opera House Trip

Thursday 28th September

Parental Consultations

Ofsted Visit

Friday 29th September

1.30pm Children leave for
PGL

3.15pm PTA Pocket
Money Stall

Monday 2nd October

3pm Children return from
PGL

Tuesday 3rd October

School Council trip to
Parliament

Wednesday 4th October

7.45am Parental Surgery

Thursday 5th October

Year R Class Photo

Handball Competition at
North School

Friday 6th October

Headteacher Surgeries

PTA

We deal with most problems promptly and efficiently
but we also know that from time to time some of you
may have a problem that just doesn’t seem to get sorted
out.

The PTA arrange a lot
of activities for the
children over the
course of the year and
they are looking for
more members to
support them in this. Ideally it would be great if we could
have two parent representatives from each class.

The Headteacher's Surgery offers parents and carers an
opportunity to meet with Mr Tibbles on a one-to-one
basis to discuss your child's education and experience of
school. Whatever the reason, a surgery slot will give you
time to talk effectively about issues that are important to
you. These slots can be booked via our online booking
system which you can access here.
However, if at all possible, please raise your concerns via
the usual route of contacting the school and speaking
with a member of staff who will be able to help you. We
are confident that this will be quickest and most efficient
way to resolve your queries.

Please consider if you could volunteer to support our
PTA, and the children.
Upcoming Dates:
 Friday 29th Sept: Pocket Money Stall
 Wednesday 18th Oct: Cake Stall
 Friday 20th Oct: Halloween Discos
 Friday 24th November: Pocket Money Stall
 Friday 8th Dec: Christmas Discos
 Friday 15th Dec: Christmas Fete
 Wednesday 18th Dec: Pocket Money & Cake Stall
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